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Sustainable Product Policies
The transformation towards a resource-conserving 
and non-toxic circular economy presents companies –                                 
especially SMEs – with new challenges. The EU Textile                
Strategy aims to tackle the high volume of waste with 
low recycling rates and negative environmental impacts 
of production. Sustainable Product Policies prioritize                                      
these product groups for new Ecodesign requirements 
(incl. Digital Product Passport). These measures requi-
re that stakeholders have access to detailed product in-
formation. Traceability of chemicals is an important pre-                                                                                 
requisite for CE-compliant products and business models. 
The workshop will address this politically highly topi-
cal and environmentally pressing issue through con-

crete recommendations for action and capacity building.  

The ECHT project
Based on the insights and findings of the ongoing Eu-
ro-pean research project on traceability of chemicals 
in global textile value chains (ECHT project) this work-
shop aims at building capacity to implement traceability 
in companies (incl. SMEs) along the overall textile value 
chain. This will be done from a more strategic and con-
ceptual point of view, remaining technology neutral. Whi-
le, technology is one key aspect for the successful imple-
mentation of traceability, the actual challenges lie in the 
proper structural implementation of technologies rather 
than in the technology itself. Collaboration along the value 
chain, the development of viable business models and an 
understanding of the regulatory framework are among 

other aspects key drivers – especially for SMEs – to bene-

fit from traceability beyond mere regulatory compliance.  

Workshop in Darmstadt
 
In this workshop, stakeholders from the texti-
le value chains (e.g. producers of fabrics and dyes, 
brands, 	retailers, recyclers) will receive input from 
academia, NGOs and industry, illustrating con-
ceptual knowledge and best practice examples (incl. 
from other sectors). In several co-creative working 
sessions, participants will generate further insights 
and knowledge on how to overcome barriers to tra-
ceability. Participation is possible in person or online.  

Participants will also be introduced to the  „ECHT  
Knowledge Platform”, an online repository and educati-
onal tool for industry and policy actors. They will have ac-
cess to materials and know-how that they can directly apply, 
implement and disseminate within their own organisations. 
Beyond this workshop, further follow-up workshops are 
planned to deepen the knowledge and revisit the ele-
ments that have been covered in this workshop.

For more information about the ECHT project visit:
https://echt.nweurope.eu/ or get in contact with the 
project team: echt@h-da.de / jonas.rehn@h-da.de 

Further information can be found on:
www.schader-stiftung.de/capacity-building-traceability

The conference is a cooperation between Darmstadt 
University of Applied Science and takes place as  part 
of the Darmstadt Days of Transformation 2025 (DTdT25). 
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Program  
 
Wednesday, March 26th, 2025

10:00 am 	 Welcome
Alexander Gemeinhardt, Schader-Stiftung 
Dr. Jonas Rehn-Groenendijk, Hochschule Darmstadt (University of Applied Sciences)

10:05 am 	 Input and Insights from the ECHT Project 

10:15 am	 Presentation: Status-Quo Report on Textile Value Chains 

10:35 am	 Break

10:45 am	 Input 
Greta Koch, European Parliament 

11:00 am	 Input on Regulartory Context
Aelxandra Caterbow, HEJ Support
Dr. Ioannis Dosis, German Environment Agency

11:20 am	 Step-by-Step Guidance: How to get started with chemical traceability?
Aaron Shum, PUMA

11:30 am	 Presentation: Knowledge Platform 

11:40 am	 Methodology: Chemicals Traceability Canvas
	
11:55 pm 	 Lunch Break

12:40 pm 	 Joint Learning Process in two Groups

1:50 pm	 Consolidation in Plenum

2:20 pm	 Closing Remarks and Outlook
	

Veranstaltungsort
Schader-Forum
Goethestraße 2
64285 Darmstadt

Hinweise zur Barrierefreiheit
finden Sie hier.

Anreise
Hinweise zur Anreise finden Sie 
hier. 

Hinweise zur Buchung des 
DB-Veranstaltungstickets finden 
Sie hier.

Anmeldungen 
Die Teilnahme an den Veran-
staltungen ist kostenlos. Die 
Teilnehmendenzahl ist begrenzt. 
Sie erhalten eine Anmeldebestäti-
gung per E-Mail. 

Programmverantwortung
Dr. Jonas Rehn-Groenendijk, 
Hochschule Darmstadt
Alexander Gemeinhardt, 
Schader-Stiftung
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